Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

4-20-1854

Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
A. C. Van Raalte
William Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C. and Buursma, William, "Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church"
(1854). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 408.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/408

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

20 April 1854

Holland, Michigan

The Consistory of the First Reformed Church of Holland held a meeting at which Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte was accused by Mr. and Mrs. Hoogenhorst who complained
about the payment of taxes on land that they purchased from the pastor. The
complainants were not present. If they wished to pursue the matter they needed to come
to a consistory meeting or go to Holland Classis. Brother Hellental appeared at the
meeting because he and Brother Krabshuis felt that they were unjustly accused by
Deacon Plugger of being Remonstrants. The contracts for the new building were ready to
be let. Members present were the pastor, elders Jonker, Labots, and Appeldoom and
deacons Wilterdink, de Weerd, Keppel, and Plugger. The pastor served as the clerk.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 89-91.

Page 89 (no page 88)

Meeting of April 20, 1854

Present were Elders Jonker, Labots, Appeldoorn; Deacons Wilterdink, de Weerd, Keppel,
and Plugger; and Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Many members were present in order to hear the complaints against the
pastor by Hoogenhorst and his wife. They had requested a congre ationaemeeting for
an answer to their concerns. As far as the church order of the Reformed Church is
concerned, such complaints should be heard by classis. However, a consistory meeting
can be held, to which they can be invited to come. Hoogenhorst and his wife were not
present, deeming themselves to have been wronged because their stipulation concerning
the time of the meeting had not been followed. The pastor informs the gathering that the
Hoogenhorsts are bitter, due to a problem concerning payment of taxes on land they
purchased from Rev. van Raalte. The pastor was of the opinion that they were obligated
in this matter.
Secondly, the Hoogenhorsts complained that a certain transaction was not correct, in their
opinion. Rev. van Raalte replies that for at least two or three months he had made
payments because he would rather do this than
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to have a quarrel concerning finances. He adds that they have made some payments and
that he has given to them the contract prior to this.
The consistory judges that if they (Hoogenhorsts) are still of the opinion that they have
been wronged, they must go to the consistory or classis, which regularly holds open
sessions.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Hellental appears at the meeting, since he believes that at a
previous meeting he and Brother ICrabshuis were unjustly accused by Brother Plugger of
being Remonstrants. He is informed that, although the conversation was, indeed, too
strident, no such accusation was intended. After a long discussion, it was decided to have
a fraternal meeting at the home of Brother Plugger eight days from now.
ARTICLE 4 — Mutual agreement has been reached in connection with the placing of
contracts for the church building project in the village of Holland. Construction of the
consistory room and some other changes will not be included in the general contract, with
the intention of receiving new bids over a longer period of time. In this way, the letting
out of contracts, excluding the inside work,
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will make it possible for those who have made bids for the outside building will be able
to stay within the allotted expense.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Wilterdink.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting of May 19, 1854
Present were Elders Jonker, Hekhuis, Appeldoorn, J. A. Wilterdink, and Broek; Deacons
de Weerd, G. W. Wilterdink, A. Plugger; Elder Labots; and Rev. van Raalte; and Deacon
Keppel.
ARTICLE I — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Although the exterior of the building was originally set at $2,064.00, at
least $2000.00 more is needed for completion. A request will be presented, asking for
help from the Collegiate Church of New York for an interest loan of $1,000.00
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided to hold a collection for the school at the exit doors next
Sunday after eight days.
ARTICLE 4 — The situation of the school districts, in connection with Mr. Seavers, was
disapproved.
In the absence of Rev. van Raalte, Elders Labots, Jonker, and Wilterdink will teach
catechism.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother de Weerd.

A. C. van Raalte
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